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HEDWIG IS OFFERED AS A SACRIFICE TO SAVE THE TOT-
TERING KINGDOM OF LIVONIA.

Synepale~The crown prince of Livonia, Ferdinand Willlam Otte,
ten years old, taken to the opera by his annt, tires of the singing and
alips away to the park, where he makes the acqualntance of Bobby
Thorpe, a Uttle American boy., Returning to the palace st night. he
Ands everything In an uproar as a resylt of the search which has baen
made for him The mntue nlght the chancellor enlls to consult the
bay's grandfather, the old king who is very (I The chancellor sug-
=t that to preserve the kingdom, the friendship of the nelghboring
kingdom of Karnla be secured by giving the 'rincess Hedwig in mar-
riage to King Karl of that country. Countess Loschok, lady lu walting
to Princess Annuncinta, Hedwig's wmother, I8 in love with King Karl
and plots to prevent his marriage to Hedwig. Hedwig, who loves
Nikky Larisch, Otto’s ald de camip, Is dismayed when told of the plans

Lorder, Mettlich birsell would arrive,

! The valley of the Ar doepened. The

two reasolis.  First, the chancellor was
afruld of motors, Ile had & horsoman's |
hatred and fear of machines, Beeond,
he was vot of & mind to rouse King
Karl from a night's sleep, even to bring
the band of the Princess Hedwig. His
lntention was to put up at some Thn
in & village not far from the lodge and
to reach Karl by messctger carly 1o
the morning, before the hunters left
for the day,

Then, all belng prepared duly and In

and things would go forwand with
dignity and dispatch,

¢l rose above them, & wall broken
here and there by the offiake of nar

row ravines, Alled with forest troes

There was a pause while the chalos [e.; peared,

tain of his own regiment, the grens-
diers,  Then one of his own men had
done this lnfamous thing. one of his
uwn t\‘ﬂhm indeed.

“to through the pocketa™ he or
dered sternly.

Cume into view under the flash »
palr of gloves, & bog of matches, a silk
hondkerchief, & card case. The ageat
sald nothing, but passed a card to the
chancetlor, who read It without com-
Tuenl,

There wan sllence In the car.

At lust the chancellor stirred. “This
man - he took your car oa? |

“Yea. And he has not returned. No |
other machine has passed.”

The secret service men exchanged |
glatoen, There wis more to this than |
Bomewhere ahead, thea,

T

T T

for her marriage
Kar!
fumaiy letter substituted
tiom, bolds up Kari's chauffour an

envelope for some

Coutitess Loschick sonds a pecret message to King
The messenger 15 attacked by wgents of the terrorists and o
Captal
d secures the envelope

Dapersonates Karl's chauffeur and exchanges the sheet within the
cignrette pajs

Kar!, Larisch is made prisoper when the decoptl

|
n Larisch, unaware of (he substitg- 1
The capinin

n delivering the euvelope to
I discovered.

—— —
CHAPTER Vil<Continued, fatmed, Indifferent mother though she
— — was, she wmade capltal of & fear for

The archdnchess was terrified. She  Heduig's buppiness,
Aad known that there was disafection At last she socceeded in irritating
ehoul. Ehbhe knew that In the last few e king—a more diMoult thing pow
pears precautions at the palace had than in earller times, but not so hard
bavn Increased. Scentries were doublod atter mt that., He listeaed quietly
Mea Ia the uvnlforms of lackeys, byt until she had folshed, and then seat
Bolng no labor, were everywhere, But Her awmag When she had got part
with time and safety she had felt se- | B0Y v the door, however, he ealled
e her back. Aod since a King lan king

“f ecourse” the king resumed
hing» are not as bad as that paper
adicates. [t |s the volee of the few
rather than the many, Still It s s

Annun~ata looked more then her ag
Iow She glugced around the root

“l Will Go Myself."

a8 though, already, she heard the mob
at the doors,

*Te return to the matter of Hed-
wig’s marriage,” sold the king. “I-="

“Marriege! Whon our very lives are
threatened |

*1 would ba greatly honored,” suld
e king, “if I might be permitted to
fAalsh what [ was saying.”

8be had the grace to flush,

*CToder the eclrcumstances,” the
Aipg resumed, “Hedwig's marriage
takes on great slgnificunce—great po-
Stiex!l significance.”

For a half-hour then, he falked tnl

‘Ser. More than for years, Le un-
bosomed Limself, e had tried. His
wmindsters had tried, Taxes had been
Bghtemod ; the representation of the
People Increased, until, as he sald, he
was only nominnlly a ruler. Jut dis-
@outent remalned, Some who had gone
% America and returned with savings
emough to set themselves up In busl
aemm, had brought back with them the

sdmerican Idea.

Amnunciata lstened to the end. She
Heit no pity for those who would bet-
ey themselves by discontent and Its
product, revolt, Bhe felt ouly resent-
ment, that ber pence was being threat-
+amed, her position assalled, And In
“her resentment she lncluded the king
Bimse!f. He should have done better.

And something of this she did not
hesitate to say. “Karnia s qulet

« amough " she fAnished, a fiunl thrust.

“Eamia s better off.
wmost of It, and fertile.”
of esler showed In his old cheeks.

A lowland,
But a spot
ll‘

@ glad you spoke of Karnia. What- | his life. He did pot realize at first

e we make, Karnla must be | what it was. When he did, he smiled

“samuideved.” his old grim smile in the darkness,
“Why? Eamia does not coasider| He had lost a foe. More than any-

- : thing, perhaps, he had dearly loved a
He ruised his hand. “You are|foe.

wweng. Just now, Karnia is dolng us —_—

.4he bomor of saking an alllance with CHAPTER VIIL

<ms. A matrimonial alliance.” -

,.
J

| The king, having determined it, wounld

]

on If he I8 one's father and very old,
“Just one word more.,” he sald. In
hin thin, old, high-bred volce. “Much
f vour unhujpluess was of your own

iking. You, and you enly, kaow bow
much. But nothing that you have sald
an change the sltuatton, 1 am merely
olled to make the decidon Mone,
nd soon, 1 have not much time™

8o, after all, wus the mntter of the
Duchess Hedwig's marriage arranged,
v composite outgrowth of expediency
and obstinacy, of deflance nid anger.
Aud so was It hastened.

comi

Irritation guve the king
That afternoon were suinthotied 1in
haxte the members of hin council—fat

old Friese, young Marschall with the
rat face, nustere Bayerl with the
white skin sud burning eyes, apd oth-
ers. Aad to them all the king dis-
closed his roynl will, There was soine
deruur. But, after all. the King's will
was dominant, Friese could but volee
bis protest and rolapse Into greasy
| silence,

The chancellor sat silent during the
conclave, silent, but inteti?, On each
spenker he turned Lis eyes, and walted
until at last Karl's proposal, with its

promises, was laid before them in full
I Then, nnud only then, the chanecellor
rose, His specchh was short.  He told

them of what they all knew, thelr own
Insecurity, He spoke but a word of
the crown prince, but that softly. And
he drew for them a picture of the
future that set thelr hearts to glowing
| =g thiros ecure, n greater kingdom,
| treeddora from the costs of war, a bar-
bor by the sen.

The battle, which war no battle st
all, was won. He bad won, The couns
try had won. The crown prince had
won, Only Hedwig had lost.  And
only Mettlich knpew just how she had
lost,

The necessity for work brought the
king the strength to do It.  Mettlich
remalned  with  him, Boxes were
brought from vaults, uniocked and ex-
amined. Secretaries came and went,
At elght o'clock a frugal dinoer was
spread In the study, and they ate it

talmost literally over state documents,
| Oo and on, ontil midolght or there-
abouts. Then they stopped. The thing
was arrapged. Nothing was left now
but to carry the word to Karl
Two things Wersd necessary :

Haste,

lose no time, And dignity. The grand-
doughter of the king must be offered
with ceremony, No ordinary King's
messenger, then, but some digonitary of
the court. :

To this emergency Mettlich rose likd
the doughty old warrior and statesman
that.-he was. “If you are willlng, slre.”
he sald, as he rose, “I will go myself.”

“When?"

“Since It must be done, the sooner
the better, Tonlght, sire.”

“To the capital?”

“Not so far. Karl Is bunting. He is
at Wedeling.”

He went almost Immediately, and
the king summoned his valets, and was
got Yo bed, But long after the auto-
mobhlle dontalning Mettlich and two se-
eret ngents was on the road toward
the mountains, he tossed on his nar-
row hed. To what stroits had they
come Iindeed! He closed his eyes
wearily. Something had gone out of

" On the Mountain Rosd.
low gray car which carried the
was on its way through the

[ on the rear wheels were supplemented | vwus Nikky Larisch, with & motor that
by others 1o front, for there must be | Nd pot belong to him, and wearing
no dunger of a skid.  And another |clothing which bis vietim deseribed ad
panse, where the road slanted peril- [a «hauffeur's coat of leathor, breeches

cause—well, because | batleved that
the unfortunate distrust between your
country aod mine, excellency, was
about to end.”

A threat that, undoubtedly. Let the
arratngement between Karnia and Li-
vonla be made, with Hedwig to seal
the bargain, and Nikky was mafe
enongh, Dut let Livonis demand teo
muach, or pot agree at all, and Nikky
was lost. Thus did Nikky Lariach play
his small part In the game of nations

“Buppose.” sald Karl unctwously,
“that we discuss first another more lm-
portant matter. | confess 10 a certala
lmpatience.” Il bowed alightly.

The chancellor hesitated. Then be
glanced thoughifully at the paper in

| pressed. Put Karl only dooked at bim.

“] know that” he sald culdly, “You
are always Just » lttle late with your
Information, Kalser,”

Something ke malice showed In the
agent's face. “Then you also know,
sire, that 1t t» this Captain Larisch
with whom rumor couples the name of
the Princess Hedwig.” e stepped back
a pace or two st sight of Karl's face,
“You requested such information, sire”

For answer, Karl pointed to the door,

For some time after he had din
missed the ageat, Karl paced his
librnry alone. Kalser bhrought ae une
verified |nformation. Therefore the
thing was true. Therefore he had had
his enemy In his hapd, and now wan
pledged to let him go. For a time,
then, Karl pald the pesalty of many
misdesds, Mis triemph was ashes In
his mouth.

What If this boy, infatusted with
Nedwig, had hidden somew here on the
rohd Olgs Loschek's letter? What,
then. If he recovered It and tosk 1t to
Hedwig? What 1f—

Put at last he sent for the prisoner
upstalrs, and walted for him with both
Jralouny and fear in his syen

his hand.

Through a long luncheon, the two |
alone apd even the servants dis
missed, through a longer lflrnmnl:

negotiations went on,  Mettlich (uu.“'
hard on some polats, only to meel de '

r

vusly toward the brink of the chasm,
utid caution dicinted t*at the chancel-
lor alight, and make 8 bundred feet or
s of dangerons curve afoot,

It required diplomacy to get him out.
Mut 1t was Ooaily doue, and his beavy
tigure, deaped la Ut military eape

| went on shead. cutiined by the lamps
| of the car bel 1 hiwg

| He was well around the carve, and
the ¢lllf was broken by a wedge of
tiwber, when a curiously shaped ob-
lort profected tself aver the eddge of

the bank, and rolllng down, Iny almost |

this fewt, The lamps brought it Into
sharp rellef—a man, gaggvd and tied,
ntid rolled, clgur shajesd, in an auto-

molidle robse

The chuncellor turned. and ealled to
his tuen. Then he beut over the bua
{dle. The others ran up, and cut the
bonds, What with cold and long in

netlon, and his recent drop over the
bank, the man could not speak. Onpe
of the secret service men had & Bask
and held It to his lipa. An smasing
situntion, Indeed, Incrvassd by the dis
covery that under the robe he wore
Iy his undergarments, with a s
dier's tunle wrupped around his shoul

derw. . They carried him into the car |
strength, | whers he lay with bead lolling back, lednsidered. Nikky Lanisch a priscaer
lrua

|

(and hs swollen tongue protrading
Hialf dead he was, with cold and long
noxiety. The brandy clesred his mind
g before he could speak, and he
|saw by the upiforms that he wan In
| the hands of the enemy. He turned
wulkily silent then, convineed that he
hind escaped ofie death but to mweet an-
| other,

| fuced eternity, and he was ready

| before.,

Twenty-four hours pow he had?

and puttees, sud & fur grestcosl over
all,

“Had the snow commenced when

this happened 1™
“Not thea, sir. Shaertly after”
‘e ot with  the driver,” the

chatovllor ordered oae of his men.
1 watch the road for the trackes of

ancther car, Go slowly.” |
S0 |t wans that, after an hour or so
they pleked up Nikky's trall, pow

twenty-folie bours old but still clear
aod fullowed i, The chancellor was
wake envtugh by this time, and bend
tng forvard. When ot last the trall
turtied from the highwsy townrd the
shooting bog 0! Wedeling, Mettlich fell
|I ack with something beiween & Curse
sod a groan
I *The fool™ he muttered. “The
young foul! It was madnesa™
At laxt they drew up atl an lon In
the village on the royal preserve, and
the looking rather £y,
ghtede He directed that the man
they had rescued be broaghit in. The
wilof was pot for wing him Jost
et He took & roswn for him ot the
inn, and rether cavallerly locked hm
in it

The chanceilor sipped bot milk and

hanoelior,

In Karl's hands cagsed him
suxicty thap It would bave s wouth
But what was beldnd it ail?
At & Uitle before Ove the mwan oul-
side the prisoact's door beard some
thing loside the room, He glanced fo.
All was quirt, The prisaer siepl
heavily, geanuloe sieep. There was po

mistaking I, the aleep of & Dan wans |
|..:n-r long cold and eabaustion, weary

[ Me preferred, however, to dle folly | rer yiolent effort. The agent went

clothed, and when, In respoose to his |
]

polnting up the bank apd to his In-
articulate mouthilangs, one of the secret

polles examined the bit of woodland | teim the kitchen below opetied soffty | The chancellor hesitated

with his pocket flash, he found a pair
of trousers where NIkky had 1ot them, |
neatly folded and hung over the branch |
of a tree, The brandy belng supple |
mented by hot coffee from a patent bot-
tle, the man revived further, made an
| effort, and mat up. His tonglie was
still swollen, but they made out what
he gald, He had been there slnce the
night before, He was of Karnla, apd
a King's messenger.

“l was coming back from the bar
rier,™ he sald thickly, “where 1 had
curried dispatches to the officer In
charge. On my return a man hatled
me from the slde of the road, hear
where you found me. 1 thought that
he desired to be taken on, and stopped
my ear. DBut he attacked me. e was
armed and 1 was pot. He kvocked me
senseless, and when I awakened 1 was

They Carried Him Into the Car,

above the road, among trees 1 gave
myself up when the snow commenced.
Few pass this way:; But I heard your
car coming and made a desperate ef-
fort.” 3

it sgnin, and locked the door behind
him.
And ms the door closed, a trap dooe

under the sleeplug man's bed. With
great cautlon came the landiond, bead
firwt, then shoulders. The space was
cramped. He erawled up, like & snake
out of & bole, sud ducked behind the
curtains of the bed. Al wan still gulet,
save that the man outside struck a
match and lghted a plpe.

Half ag hour later, the chancellor's
prisoner, still stiff and weak, was mak-
lng his way townrd the hunting lodge.

Kalser saw him first, and found the
story unenlightening. Nor could Karl,
roused by a terrifed valet, make wuch
more of It. When the man had gone,

eyed his agent,

“8o Mettlich 1s here!™ he sald “A
hasty journey. They must be eager”

“They must be In trouble,” Kalser
oliserved dryly. And on that uncom
plimentary comment King Karl slept,
his face drawn Into a weary smlle,

But he received the chanccllor of
Livonia comlinlly the next morning, go-
ing himself to the lodge doorstep to
meet his visitor, and there shaking
hands with him,

“I am greatly honored, excellency.®
he sald, with his twisted sielleo.

“And I sire”

But the clancellor watched him
from under his shagey brows. The
messenger bad escaped. By now Karl
knew the story, knew of his midnight
ride over the mountains, and the haste
it Indieated,

Karl himself lad the way to his
stody, lgnoring the chamberiain, and
stood aslde to let Mettlich enter,
Then he followed and closed the door.

“It 1s a long time since you have
honored Knarnla with a visit,” Karl ob-
served, *“WIIl youn sit down?"

Karl himself did not sit. He stood
negligently beside the maotel, an arm
stretched along It

“Not silnce the battle of the Ar,
sire,” replied the chancellor dryly. He
had headed an army of invasion thea.

Karl smiled. “I hope that now your
errand 1s more peaceful.”

For answer the chancellor opened a
portfollo he carried, and fumbled
among its papers. But, having found
the right one, he heid It without open-
Ing It. “Before we come to that, sire,
you have here, I belleve, detnined for
some strange reason, a Captaln Lar
tsch, alde-de-camp”— he paused for ef-
fect—"to hls royal highness, the crown

mountaing. It moved deliberntely, for

Kerl lay back among bis plilows nnd+

feat. Karl stood firm
| resses on the border must hereafler
coutaln ooly pominel garrisoos. For
the scaport strip he had simost dou
bied his price. The ralirvad must be
completed within lwa years

“The PPrincesa Hedwig
sud denly “Kbe bhas beca
ouree T

“Not officially. Sbhe Rpows, bow-
lever.” !

“How does she regard 11T

The great fort

harl sald
id, of

“Like
most young woinen, she would prefer
making her own cholee. But that”
he ndded hastily, “in but & whim.  She
i & lovable and amiable girl, Whea
the time ooines, ahe will be wiliing
enough ”

Karl stared out through one of the
heavily curtained windows He was
1mut #0 sure, Abd the Ume had gone
(bhy when he would have etoyod the
ltaming of a girl. Now he wanted
poace—was he not paylng a price for
|1t —and children to Inherit his well- |
| mapaged kingdom. And pethaps—who
llt‘w*l?—ﬁ little love, Pefore him rose |
a vislon of Medwig, her frank eyes, her |
| color that rose aod fell, ber soft, round |
body.

I “You have no reason to belleve that

she has—Ilooked elsewbere?”

“Noge, sire,” said the
stoutly.

By late afterncon all was arraaged. |
papers signed and witnessed, and the
two signatures aflized, the one swmall
and cramped—a soldler’s hand; the |
other bold and flowing-the scrawl of
a king. Apd Hedwig, save for the cere-
mony, was the bride of Karl of Kar
nla.

It was then that the chancellor
and stretched his lege. “And now,
sire,” he mald, “since we are I'Ht‘ud-l!
and no longer enemles, you will, I}
know, release that mad boy of mine”

“When do you start backT

“Within an hour.”

“Refore that time.” sald Karl, "you
shall have him, chancellor.”

And with that Mettlich was forced
to be content. He trusted Karl no
more now than he ever had. But he
made his adieus with no hint of trom-
ble In his face.

Karl stood for a moment in the open
ale. It was done, then, and well done.
It was hard to realize. He turned to
the west, where for an long behind the

chancellor |

rose |

i

i:

iis

g
L

e T

'sunny

Five minutes Inter Nikky Larisch
was ushered Inte the red study, and
having bowed, an lusolent young bow
at that, stoosd and eyed the king.

“1 have penit for you to releass you ™
sald Karl

Nikky drew s loag breath. *1 am
gratelyl, slre”

“You bhave been interceded for by
e chancellor of Livounis, Geaersl
Mettlich, who has just gone.”

Nikky bowed,

Karl fixed bim with cold eyen  “Tat
before you take leave of us™ be sald
trosieally, “1 should Hke the true story
of the night hefore last. Somebow,
somenwhere, & letter Intended for me
was exchangsd for & blaak paper. |
want that letter”

“I know no mare than you
It is Bt reasnable that | would have
taken the risk | took for an etveiope
enntalning oblang =

*For (bat malter,” sald his thajeely,

elre

| “there wmas nothing ressonabie abugt

auything yvo &4 '~

Apd pew Karl played his trump card,
iayed 1t with watrhfgl eyee on Nib-
ky's face. lle womld see If report
spoke the truth Uf thin bieeeyed bay
wat in love with Hedwig. e was o

femlons man, this Kart of the oid
eyen, Jealons and passionats Not as g
Aing, then, =atching a humhle ssldiee

of Livogis, bul a8 mad o man, be
Ennedd at Nikky,

“For fear that layalty lbeeps you
I may say te you that the oid
troghles between Karnla and Livealg

sient

| afe over ™
"1 4o not! undervtand wlire " ‘
Karl besitated Then, with hie
twisted aomlle. be st the rigd

etiguette of such matiers to e winda,
1t i very simple™ he sall  “There
will tee 0o twore trouble between these
ten neighhoring countries, befnuse 8
marringe has loday been sarrauped g
marriage betwern the Pricecs Hedwig
his muadesty o greanddaughior, and myp-
il ™

Fér a moment NIkhy Lattsch closed
his eves
. - . L] . L]

The anniversary of the death of
Prince Hubert dawned beight and
The place showed a thin cov.
ering of smow, which clung. wetl and
Micky. to the trees, Bbut by nine
o cloek mbst of It had disappearsd, and
Frince Ferdinand Willlam (Mt was
informed that the excursion would
take place.

Two motors taok the party, by hebh
streets, 10 the landing sage., In the
Erst were Antunciata, Hedwig, and
the countess, and at the Inst maoment
(Mto had salvaged Miss Braithwsite
from the second ear. and begged a
place for her with him, A police sgent
st bheside the chaufeur. Also another
ear  Just  abead  contalacd  otfer
agents, by Metthieh's order before his
departure—a plaia blsck wotor, with.
out the royal arme .

In the second machine followed a
part of the su'te, Hedwig's lady In
walting. two geatlemmen of the court,
in parade dress, and Father Gregory,
eome from his wonastery at Etsel to
visit his ol4 friend. the king

At the landing stage n amall erowd
had gathered on seeing the red carpet
laid and the gilt ropes put up, which
inMeated n royal visie. A small gird,
with a hastily secured bouquet in her
bot hands, stood norvously walting. In
deference to the unuiversary, the Aow-

fers were tled with n Black ribbon,

Annunciata grambled when she saw
the crowd, and the occrupants of the
first car looked them over carefully, It
remalned for Hedwig to spy the black
ribbon. In the confustion, she slipped
over to the lttle girl, who went quite
white with excitement. “They are
tovely,™ Hedwiz whispersd, “but please
take off the binck ribbon.” The child
eyed her anxtously, *“It will come to
pleces, highness."

“Take the ribbon from your halr,
will be beautiful.”

Which waa done! But, as was not
unnatural, the chlld forgot ber speech,
and merely thrust the bouguet, thed
with a larg: plok bow, Inte the hands
of Prince Ferdinand Willlam Otto.

“Here,” she sald. It was, perhaps,
the briefest. and therefore the most
agreeable presentation  speech  the
crown prince had ever heard,

1




